Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Why is Asda supporting the Asda Social Enterprise Supplier Development Academy?
A. Asda have made a firm commitment to supporting the growth, prominence and
scale of the social enterprise sector across Scotland. By providing training, mentoring
and the opportunity, they’re able to fulfil this commitment and give their customers the
option of spending their ‘social pounds’ on social enterprise products throughout their
stores.
Q. How will you support my social enterprise to get its product in Asda stores?
A. In addition to the Academy itself, which is a four day residential course held at Asda
House Leeds during June 2017, SIS will provide the support of a specially assigned
Programme Manager as soon as you’ve been accepted on the programme. They will
work alongside you before, during and after and you’ll also receive valuable mentoring
to help pitch your product to Asda.
Q. How much is the grant for and what can I use it for?
A. We want as many social enterprises to apply as possible and we want to overcome,
as much as we can, the barriers of cost. For this reason, Academy participants will
receive a small grant that is intended to cover the cost of travel and other expenses
that an organisation might incur as a result of being away from the business. The
amount granted will be assessed on a case by case basis.
Q. What other support is provided?
A. SIS will ensure that social enterprises participating in the programme will have
access to the full range of business support available from a range of other providers,
in particular from Scottish Enterprise who support commercial businesses to access new
markets all of the time.
Q. Are you only looking for enterprises supplying Food & Drink products?
A. We are interested in speaking to all social enterprises that are currently making
products that could be sold in Asda stores. Whilst this is mainly food and drink Asda
also sell a range of household and clothing products and are interested in speaking to
social enterprises operating in these markets too.
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Q. How much experience of producing goods for retail does my social enterprise need
to have?
A. The Asda Social Enterprise Supplier Development Academy is the ideal opportunity
for organisations that already have some knowledge and experience of producing and
selling retail goods and want to scale up their operations. If you are still in the early
stages of producing goods you might be better suited for one of our ‘Buy Social’
Workshops where you can develop your skills around marketing, pitching and product
development. Put your case forward and we’ll make an assessment of your experience
and aspirations and since it’ll only take a few minutes to complete an Expression of
Interest (EOI), who knows where it might lead.
Q. My organisation provides services that might be of interest to Asda. Can I apply?
A. For the Academy, we’re specifically looking for organisations that produce products
that Asda can sell in their stores. We are interested in other ways in which social
enterprises can work with Asda, so please let us know and we’ll happily pass on your
details to them and hopefully make some valuable links for you.
Q. Does attending the Academy guarantee me a place on Asda’s shelves?
A. The programme is designed to provide the very best support, guidance and insight
into the opportunities that exist for social enterprises to scale up their retail activity.
Asda have made a commitment to source products from the social enterprise sector
and are looking for goods to sell through their stores of the right type, quality and
price. So whilst there can never be any guarantees, if that sounds like your organisation
and product, then you’ll have an unrivalled opportunity to have access to the buyers of
the world’s largest business.
Q. Will my product feature in all Asda stores?
A. Opportunities exist to supply anything from one store to every store in the UK. SIS
and Asda will work with you to make sure that this process is aligned with your capacity
and ambitions.
Q. What assistance is available to help me finance the growth of my operations if I’m
successful?
A. In addition to the Academy programme, part of the monies raised through the
plastic bag levy will be used to provide investment funds tailored around the needs of
successful participants.
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Q. What happens after my Expression of Interest (EOI) is submitted?
A. You have until midday on the 13th April to submit your EOI. After that we’ll shortlist
applicants to be interviewed in late April. Staff from both Asda and SIS will conduct the
interviews to find out more about your product, your plans for the future and your
capacity to make it happen. Up to eight participants will be chosen to receive support
from the Academy start receiving support.
Q. I’ve got another question, not covered here
A. To get answers to other questions, please write to us at
asdaseacademy@socialinvestmentscotland.com and we should be able to answer any
questions you may have.

And don’t forget, please submit your completed EOI to
asdaseacademy@socialinvestmentscotland.com no later than midday 13th April
2017.
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